[P] R. Hiyya the Elder said, “I can write it out for two hundred 
copper coins.” 


[Q] What did he do? He went and bought flax seed worth two 
hundred copper coins. He sowed it, reaped it, made it into 
ropes, caught a deer, and wrote the entire Torah on the 
deer hide. 


[R] Rabbi heard and said, “Blessed is the generation of which 
you are a part.” 


[1:5 A] | What is the blessing that one says over [the Scroll of Esther]? 


[B] Zakkai, the butcher, in the name of R. Yohanan: “who has taken up 
your quarrel, exacted vengeance for you, who has re deemed you and 
saved you from the hand of your oppressors.” 


[C] To this point the blessing cited applies after the reading. What 
about the blessing prior to the reading? 


[D] Lo, it is like the blessing that applies to all other religious duties of 
the Torah. 


[E] Just as all of the other religious duties require a blessing [before 
being done] so this one requires such a blessing. 


[F] [How we say a blessing] before [reading in the Torah] is 
written in the Torah, but how we say a blessing after [reading 
in the Torah] is not written in the Torah. 


[G] It is written in the Torah what is said in advance: “When I will 
proclaim the name of the Lord. Ascribe greatness to our 
God!” (Deut. 32:3). 


[H] And in connection with a meal what is to be said as a blessing 
after the meal is written in the Torah, but what is said as a 
blessing before the meal is not written in the Torah. 


[I] What is written in the Torah in connection with a blessing after 
the meal? 


[J] “And you shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the Lord 
your God for the good land he has given you” (Deut. 8:10). 


[K] Now how do we know that that which is stated in this regard 
applies also in that regard, and that that which is stated in that 
regard also applies in this regard? 


